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Call to action—speak out against 
dams and for rivers!

The ResToRaTion of Lake PeddeR holds many benefits, both state, 
national and international. from the Tasmanian point of view the benefits 
comprise the restoration of Tasmania’s international image and standing and the 
return of the spectacular beach. our future rests with the visitor and hospitality 
industries. These are the businesses that are growing and employing young 
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“We are strong, diverse and united and our cause is just. To symbolise 
our growing unity, we declare that March 14 will from now on become 
the international day of action against dams and for Rivers, Water 
and Life” participants at the First International Meeting of People Affected by Dams, in 1997

We urge you to join us on March 14 in 
sending a clear message to the world – 
no More dams! Reparations for affec
ted people! Yes to restoration, decom
missioning and true alternatives for the 
21st century! Plan an event or attend 
the Tasmanian Living Rivers festival this 
March. More than 30 groups in 20 
countries have already agreed to join 
together to speak out. from argentina 
to Malaysia groups, from Brazil to 
Tasmania it’s “Water for life, not death!” 
Contact susanne Wong swong@irn.org 
www.irn.org/dayof action

Pedder 2000 is hosting a Living Rivers 
forum during the festival. included in 
the lineup are speakers on various 
catchment management issues for the 
derwent, the northwest Bay River, the 
Coal River, the Prosser River, innovative 
disposal of effluent in the Brighton 
municipality, the endangered freshwater 
crayfish, fish habitat restora tion, the 
snowy River and environ men tal 
flows,the ecological value of rivers and 
an update on what is happening in 
southeast asia with a focus on the Pak 
Mun dam and the nam Theun 2 dam. 
There will be opportunities for 
impromptu talks and discussions. 

The program will be updated on the 
Living Rivers festival website:  
www. trump.net.au/~wildscap



32

ManY noW Think of Lake 
Pedder as having been inundated as 
much by ignorance as by the cold 
water of a hydro electric reservoir. 
no politician who decreed the 
destruction of the lake actually 
visited it, no proper environ mental 
impact study was conducted before 
the inprinciple decision was made 
to build the dams. The unique 
geomorphology and biota were cast 
aside as of little consequence. 
a moratorium proposal from the 
federal Government was rejected 
and in a bold stroke of obfuscation, 
the Tasmanian authorities named 
the enormous new impoundment – 
Lake Pedder. enlargement, not 
destruction you see.

in the enlightened nineties the 
Restoration had a case, but despite 
the federal intervention on behalf 
of world heritage in the eighties, a 
new “state’s rights” fervour distorted 
proper considerations. Many 
Tasmanians have come around to a 
recognition of the stupidity of the 
flooding, but are simply unable to 
repent or accept a moral responsi
bility to undo the damage. Many of 
our members who are not Tasma
nian despair of this seemingly 
incomprehensible attitude. dr kate 
Crowley has written of the 
historical pride of the island that 
still retains its defiant symbol of 
hydroindustriali sation at any cost.1 
it’s one thing for Tasmanians to 
choose to retain their new Lake 
Pedder and quite another to be 
supporting dam building in south
east asia. This state’s heC dam 

builders, renamed heCeC in asia, 
are, in Laos acting with what appears 
to be blatant self interest (see 
Reflections 7) and it is appalling that 
the federal Government approves 
this sort of “development”.it should 
be reviewed in light of an australian 
company’s responsibility in the 
cyanide escape in Rumania. austra
lian best practice standards should 
apply wherever australian companies 
go overseas.

The influence of the antidam 
movement has been increasing. in 
central india activists have gone on 
hunger strike in jail to protest the 
narmada River dams; the ilisu dam in 
Turkey has also provoked interna
tion al attention as has the Pak Mun 
in Thailand and the Three Gorges 
dam in China. industrialists and 
financiers cannot ignore this debate. 
increasingly pressure groups have 
been targeting western contractors 
and financiers, and in some cases 
companies have withdrawn from 
controversial projects. every dam 
will be fraught with controversy now 
that the environmental cost is widely 
acknowledged. Helen Gee

1 kate Crowley, “opinion: Restoring the 
Lost Lake Pedder?” Journal of Ecological 
Management and Restoration 1 (in press, for 
april 2000)

Peddertorial  —Helen Gee, Editor

LiVinG 
RiVeRs 
foRUM 
for those engaged 
in ecological 
restoration

Tasmanians. The image the state 
projects is vital and Tasmania needs to 
project a more subtle and gentle mood, 
with even greater emphasis on natural 
features, quality accommodation, and a 
generosity of spirit. The spectacular 
success of strahan and the Gordon and 
franklin Rivers is much to do with the 
world wide effort to save the franklin. 
Tasmania’s wild beauty became front 
page news time and time again!

Jobs will arise in the research and 
feasibility study of a Restoration 
Project. Then there will follow a 
project design with a long list of jobs 
flowing from the research and develop
ment stage. a park management plan 
and the financial structuring will 
proceed jobs in the construction area 
and finally tourism and hospitality 
industries will be boosted. Tasmania has 
the opportunity here to develop an 
entirely new industry of exportable 
technology in the management of cool 
temperate landforms. “Restoration 
ecology” is a sunrise industry offering 
consultancies and project design and 
management to other countries.

Lake Pedder’s restoration is already 
world class news and within a couple of 
decades, Tasmania could well have a 
world class attraction to supplement the 
wide range of visitor experiences that 
already exist. We desperately need 
good publicity – and the restoration 
will give us an image that money just 
cannot buy! Dr BoB Walker

aGM PeddeR 2000  
The Lake Pedder Restoration Committee
WednesdaY 29 MaRCh 7PM at the Tasmanian environment Centre, 
102 Bathurst street, hobart. all offices will be declared vacant and nominations 
for a new committee will lead the agenda. Join us beforehand for a light meal at 
The new sydney hotel (87 Bathurst street) at 6pm.

Lake Pedder display in south australia
on the second of June, when i received my copy of Reflections it struck me that the 
World environment day fair at Belair national Park would be a good venue to put 
on a Lake Pedder display and recruit new members. With three days notice i had a 
space in the pavilion. it was a busy day and many people stopped to talk. Three 
people said they had original “Pedder pennies” . nearly 30 membership forms 
were taken. keep up the good work down there! Donella Peters, alDGate, sa

Tasmania’s international image and 
the restoration of Lake Pedder 
continued on page 2

10 – 13 MaRCh 2000
BaTTeRY PoinT haLL, hoBaRT

The forum is part of the Living Rivers 
festival in Tasmania (10–18 March 
2000). it is for scientists, catchment 
managers, natural resource managers 
and people with an active interest in 
ecological restoration. The forum is 
being organised by Pedder 2000.

saTURdaY 11 MaRCh

9.30 am helen Gee (forum Coordinator) Welcome and introduction

10.00 am elizabeth daley (school of Geog & env. studies, Uni of Tas)  
Land Cover, Climate and Streamflow in the Coal River Catchment 1965–1997

11.00 am dr helen dunn (school of Geog & env. studies, Uni of Tas) 
Assessing the Ecological Value of Rivers: Planning for River Restoration and 
Conservation

12.00 am dr Graham Green (Water Catchment Consultant, Tas Government) 
The Derwent Estuary Program: the Ultimate Clean-up Challenge

2.00 pm helen Locher (environmental Protection officer, heC Tasmania) 
The HEC and Developments of Tasmania’s Rivers. 
What is Basslink Doing?  Possible Futures for our Rivers

3.00 pm John Parkinson (environmental health officer, Brighton Council) 
Disposal of Effluent in Innovative Ways for the Health of our Rivers

4.00 pm Panel discussion

sUndaY 12 MaRCh

9.30 am helen Gee (forum Coordinator)  Welcome and introduction  
expert Panel  
Environmental Flow Assessments of the Snowy and Other Rivers Affected by the 
Snowy Mountains Scheme 1995 – 1998 
Two speakers:

10.00 am derek Rutherford (Principal Project officer Water Reforms nsW 
environment Protection authority)

11.00 am Brett Miners (snowy Genoa Water Resources Manager, nsW 
department of Land and Water Conservation)

12.00 am  dr Graham Green (Water Catchment Consultant, Tas Government) 
 
North-West Bay River Catchment Management: Slide Show

2.00  pm  Todd Walsh (Waterwatch, smithton) 
The endangered freshwater crayfish: River work, Waterwatch and Freshwater 
Lobsters in North-West Tasmania (includes some great video footage)

3.00 pm  The Meaning of Rivers – aboriginal Perspective

4.00 pm  Panel discussion

saTURdaY 18 MaRCh

9.30 am   helen Gee (forum Coordination) 
Welcome and introductions to the international day of the forum

10.00 am  Margaret Law (Per & Terra, Thailand) 
Dams on the Mekong 
The Pak Mun Dam (north-east Thailand) 
The Nam Theun 2 Dam (southern Laos)

11.00 am  helen Gee (Pedder 2000) 
What the HEC is going on in Laos? (Xe Kaman 1 Dam)

12.00 noon  Panel discussion

MondaY 13 MaRCh  

8.30 am  fULL daY fieLd TRiP 
Bus departs Battery Point Community Centre.   
View the Middle Gordon hydro scheme – focusing on the dam 
sites and interpretation of the restoration plan for the area 
(Pedder 2000).    
Booking for bus and lunch essential – phone 6257 5292.   
Bring allweather clothes.

LiVinG RiVeRs Forum

foRUM disPLaYs

Community aid abroad   
ThReaTened RiVeRs 
of soUTheasT 
asia

Brighton Council     
WasTe WaTeR 
ManaGeMenT in 
BRiGhTon, Tas

huon Valley Council    
heaLThY RiVeRs 
PRoJeCT

Prosser River Landcare   
RiPaRian Weeds 
and eRosion – 
Case sTUdY

Tasmanian River Catchments   
Use and MisUse 

Venue: BaTTeRY PoinT 
CoMMUniTY CenTRe  
11, 12, 13 & 18 MaRCh 2000

during the forum morning and 
afternoon teas are available. Lunches 
can be obtained from a choice of 
excellent food outlets in Battery Point.

This forum has been organised by 
Pedder 2000 for the Living Rivers 
festival.

Pedder
Cold pink grains shudder and are

still; ripples restless
to feel again the
roving fingers of
the Westerlies,
patterning....

Reeds beckon – concealed – seeking
air, and the

people, too, hold
their breaths

for the rebirth.
Unseen, yet known, by so many – 

a seamless
pairing of water

and sand,
sculpted to

harbour walkers and arrest the
sunset. no

room, now, for
the sharpness
of dawn, the

peaks no longer
laze on the
surface, but

drown in the imposed deep.
The people work, and wait,

with patient eyes, for certain triumph.

nicole lonG

Program
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The basics
hydro schemes in general –  

and the original Lake Pedder in particular

TheRe seeMs To Be some confusion 
about the role of the Pedder impound
ment in the Middle Gordon scheme 
and the effect on the scheme of drain
ing Lake Pedder, so here is a brief 
explanation:

any hydroelectric scheme involves 
water falling under gravity through a 
turbine in a power station. The turbine 
uses the energy extracted from he water 
to spin a generator to produce 
electricity. it is convenient to provide a 
constant supply of water by having a 
large reservoir stored behind a dam 
above the power station. The laws of 
physics dictate that the amount of 
energy available in a body of water is 
the proportional to the mass of water 
multiplied by the height through which 
it falls (the head). it is this energy 
which is converted (very efficiently) 
into electricity by the turbines and 
generators in a power station. The mass 
of water and the head are the only 
variables affecting the output of the 
power station, so naturally the designer 
tries to maximise both. This often 
involves diverting water from other 
catchments into the reservoir (to 
increase the mass of water) or diverting 
the outflow from the reservoir into 
another (lower elevation) catchment 
(to increase the head). The numerous 
heC canals and tunnels in Tasmania 
provide examples of both.

The Pedder impoundment is unlike 
any other heC impoundment in 
Tasmania in that it is not primarily a 
water storage and power is not 
generated directly from Pedder’s water. 
The raison d’etre of the Pedder 
impound ment is to divert the waters of 
the upper huon River (which would 
otherwise flow away to the east) and 
the serpentine (which would otherwise 
flow into the Gordon downstream of 
the power station) into Lake Gordon 
(through the McPartlan Pass Canal). 
it was because the creation of the 
Pedder impoundment was the most 
costeffective way to do this that Lake 
Pedder was flooded in 1972. it is 
because the Lake Pedder impoundment 
is not subject to the varying demands 
of a power station that the water level 
remains almost constant and does not 

exhibit the unsightly exposed shore 
typical of most other heC storages in 
Tasmania.

This is not to say that the Pedder 
impoundment is not important in the 
Middle Gordon Power scheme; it 
contributes 40% of the total inflow into 
Lake Gordon (hence 40% of electricity 
generated). This also adds substantially 
to the huge volume of water stored in 

We have a case, but not the numbers. 
While i very much welcome debate i 
was disappointed by Martin hawes 
“review” of my report on the manage
ment of a restored Lake Pedder (Reflec-
tions 5) because it seems to indicate that 
the most important lesson of all about 
this project has yet to be learned.

The aim of my report was to show 
how the restoration would benefit 
Tasmanians and the world and how 
Tasmanians could be involved with 
working out the area’s future manage
ment. in relation to the latter it outlines 
three main land use alternatives which 
basically offer three different types of 
access to the restored environment. 
Unfortunately, even though these 
options are the crux of the report’s 
recommendations, Martin does not 
mention them.

The crucial issue is – can Lake Pedder 
be restored without large scale public 
support for restoration? if our strategy 
is not based on the correct answer to 
this question then i am afraid our 
chances are poor indeed. in his 
comments on the section of the report 
which concerns public participation in 
the future land use and management 
decision Martin says that i do not 
acknowledge that “there is likely to be 
a strong push by locals to open the area 
up, and provide road access to the lake” 
and that “indeed there is likely to be an 
outcry from a large segment of the 
popu lation against any proposal to 
preserve the restored lake as a play
ground for a few radical greenies...” 
unless there is a major shift in public 
appreciation of roadless country (which 
he says is unlikely over the next two 
decades), or the Tasmanian public is 
offered a package which identifies the 
lake as a significant tourist attraction.

in my view public participation is 
both inevitable and desirable. it is up to 
us to stimulate discussion of the alter na
tive and argue for our preferred option.

My report stressed the restored Lake 
Pedder’s role as a world heritage feature 
and, i believe, it is on this basis that it 
will attract world recognition as a 
tourist destination and it is on this basis 
that the appropriate form of manage
ment will have to be determined.

The federal parliamentary enquiry 
gave the project the thumbs down but 
only on the grounds of political feasibi
lity. it said, in effect, we believe you 
have a case but you do not have the 
numbers. That an enquiry was request
ed before we had the support of the 
Tasmanian conservation movement, let 
alone a significant part of the Tasma
nian population, was a bad mistake. But 
it will be far worse a mistake if we do 
not learn the lesson from it.

The process of public consultation 
which i recommend for Lake Pedder’s 
future management is very similar to 
that which is used for the development 
of the plan of management for the 
World heritage area, so Tasmanians 
are used to it.

My preferred option is for the eastern 
part of the restored area including the 
eastern part of the lake, the huon 
Plains, and the sentinels and the Coro
nets to be zoned “recreation” and for 
the balance, including the western part 
of the lake, the serpentine Plains and 
the franklands, to be zoned “wilder
ness”. Martin’s option. surely this is a 
reasonable proposal to discuss with the 
public along with the other options.

a vision is essential but there must 
also be trust. We should put our faith in 
the ability of Tasmanians to be able to 
cherish as well as enjoy this wonderful 
part of the world’s natural heritage.

Yours sincerely, 
Geoff Mosley

Note: The editor apologises for overlooking this 
letter which should have appeared in Reflections 
7. Copies of Martin Hawes’ Review published in 
Reflections 5 are available on request.

LeTTeRs to the editor PUBLiCaTions

Lake Gordon, which comes in very 
useful during prolonged droughts when 
most other storages are running dry.

But the Gordon dam and power 
station would still comprise a totally 
functional power scheme without the 
water from the Pedder impoundment – 
this is as true today in the context 
of draining the impoundment as it 
was in 1972. e orr

Response
i agree that we need public support. My argument in Reflections 5 was that it may be 
difficult to “sell” the restoration of Lake Pedder to the Tasmanian public unless we 
can counter the criticism that the lake will be inaccessible to all but a few. i 
suggested that we could do this by promoting the restored lake as the jewel of 
Tasmania’s “Premier Walks” network. To me, the crucial question is whether we are 
aiming to restore the lake as a “world heritage feature” or as the spiritual heart of 
the southWest wilderness. To some extent we can do both, but if we make too 
many conces sions to tourism the restored lake could suffer the fate of Yosemite 
Valley and Uluru. our challenge is to persuade the Tasmanian public to restore not 
only a lake but a wilderness area. Martin HaWes

The Restoration – Public Participation and Management

Lake PeddeR, VaLUes and 
ResToRaTion

edited by Chris Sharples
This is the long awaited Proceed
ings of the scientific symopsium 
held at the University of Tasmania 
in april 1995. due to be published 
March/april 2000, as an occasional 
Paper of the Centre for environ
mental studies, University of 
Tasmania, this seminal document 
explodes the myths surrounding the 
restoration proposal. it is available 
from the Centre for environmental 
studies, The Tasmanian environ
ment Centre and The Wilderness 
shop from april 2000.

Three Lake Pedder articles have 
appeared or are in the pipeline from 
dr kate Crowley, Program head, 
Public Policy, school of Govern
ment, University of Tasmania. The 
first provides a scholarly account 
and a political overview of the 
democratic issues involved in Lake 
Pedder’s loss and explores the local/
global signifi cance of its thus far 
failed restoration (“Lake 
PeddeR’s Loss and faiLed 
ResToRa Tion: eCoLoGiCaL 
PoLiTiCs MeeTs LiBeRaL 
deMoCRaCY in TasMania”, in 
Australian Journal of Political Science, 
Vol 34, no 3, pp 409424).

The next is a less rigorous 
layperson’s view of restoration issues 
and prospects (“ResToRinG The 
LosT Lake PeddeR”, forth com
ing in a new Australian Journal of 
Environmental Management and 
Restoration, Vol. 1, no.1 2000.

The last is a totally personal 
reflection “iMaGininG PeddeR; 
PasT Loss as fUTURe hoPe” 
forthcoming in Island, issue 80/81 
2000, a twentieth anniversary 
commemorative edition). kate can 
be contacted at kate Crowley@utas. 
edu.au

BaTTLe foR The BUsh 
by Geoff Mosley
Longtime campaigner and 
historian, and member of Pedder 
2000, dr Geoff Mosley explains the 
origins of the conservation move
ment in australia and concludes 
with a chapter titled “Lessons for 
Conservationists”.
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  July Pumpstorage alternative scheme made public by L.P.a.C.

  nov symposium at hobart Town hall. subsequent deputation to 
Premier abruptly terminated.

1972 Collapse of Liberal Govt.

 Mar World’s first environmental political party, United Tasmania Group 
formed to contest the election in an effort to save Pedder (Mar 23). 
Conservation a prominent election issue.

 april state election. UTG candidates, after brief campaign, polled 8% of 
combined votes of franklin and denison electorates.

 May Lake Pedder Vigil camp permanently staffed to provide accurate 
information on activities at Lake Pedder and to contest the misleading 
facts appearing in the local press.

 June L.P.a.C. continued public and political campaign to achieve a delay 
pending consideration of the Pumpstorage alternative scheme 
whereby the Lake could be saved and Tasmania could still obtain the 
benefits of the scheme.

1973 The Tasmanian Govt refuses an offer from the Commonwealth Govt to 
fund the simple alternative version of the scheme to save the lake.

1973 federal inquiry into the flooding. The day will come when our children will 
undo what we so foolishly have done (edward st John MP, dissenting 
Committee member).

1978 Widespread recognition that Pedder has become the great catalyst to 
stop the Lower Gordon scheme, at any cost.

1985 Publication of magnificent Lake Pedder book by Bob Brown...to hasten 
the day...the lake is restored to its natural splendour. Publication of 
iconic poster – Wilf elvey’s aerial view of the beach with the frankland 
Range behind, produced by The Wilderness society.

1992 Lake Pedder study Group formed in Melbourne.

!993 Geophysical study by dr Peter Tyler, of deakin University showed the 
features of Lake Pedder, its dunes and original drainage channels, are 
still intact with 2mm of sediment on the beach.

1993/4  Jan 1000 iUCn delegates at Buenos aires passed motion calling on 
the australian Government to back the restoration of Lake Pedder.

1994 Comalco closes its third potline. Tasmania’s power surplus reaches 130 
MW.

1994 april Pedder 2000 is launched in hobart and begins to build national 
and international support for the restoration of the lake. a series of 
scientific and economic studies are commissioned.

1995  Jan Launch of historic audiovisual at fern Tree Tavern.

1995 feb federal inquiry into the draining of Lake Pedder.

  april scientific symposium held at the University of Tasmania.

  May first Moon over Pedder – over 500 at Melbourne University.

  June inquiry reports “restoration feasible but neither necessary nor 
urgent”.

1997 Pedder 2000 has active Web site coordinated from Melbourne. 
Completion of long term study of fauna diversity at Lake Pedder. 1998. 
Pedder still Lives!! Reflections 6 published, Melbourne branch holding 
monthly meetings and becoming involved in range of restoration issues. 
hobart branch meeting irregularly on social basis. international interest 
continuing. Membership steadily growing.

 May Third Moon over Pedder in Melbourne.

 July Pedder 2000 is represented at an iRn Workshop on dam Removal and 
decommissioning and becomes a signatory to the international Living 
Rivers Coalition.

1999 Pedder 2000 prepares to celebrate the beginning of the century of 
ecological restoration.

1835 sighted on surveyor frankland’s expedition by assistant surveyor 
John Wedge who named the lake after the Chief Justice of the colony, 
sir John Lewes Pedder.

1874 Party including the artist Piguenit and R M Johnston (the government 
geologist) walked via the huon Track to Lake Pedder.

1897 Letter to the hobart Press telling of the tourist value of the lake.

1898 a branch of the Port davey Track reaches Lake Pedder.

1946 The first light plane landing is made on the 3km Pedder beach by pilot 
Lloyd Jones.

1955 Lake Pedder and environs declared a scenic Reserve (23,880 ha).

195659 early heC survey work in the southWest.

195960 Tentative plans for the Gordon scheme evolved.

196062 strong unofficial opinion that extensive planning was in motion.

1962 southWest Committee formed (a nonGovernment body of 
conservationists).

1963 Commonwealth grant of $5m for a road into the Gordon area.

1965 southWest Committee became aware of unannounced plans held by 
the heC.

  May interdepartmental Committee formed by Government, 
consisting of heC, forestry, Mines and Lands & surveys department 
reps. southWest Committee representation refused.

  april  Proposals for the flooding outlined by the Premier. details not 
made available. Roadworks well advanced and following definite plan.

1966 June approach made to federal Parliament for $47 million for the 
Gordon scheme. The granting of this sum was not announced until the 
day that the middle Gordon scheme received parliamentary approval.

  aug southWest Committee’s disapproval of scheme circulated.

1967 Mar save Lake Pedder national Park Committee formed.

  May Middle Gordon scheme tabled in Parliament; details made 
public.

  June Gordon River Road opened and found to fit exactly into the 
only just publicised plan for the Middle Gordon scheme.

  June Petition of 8,500 signatures not mentioned in Parliament.

  June approval of the Gordon River Power development (stage 1) 
Bill given by the house of assembly (June 29).

  July select Committee set up by the Legislative Council to receive 
evidence concerning the Gordon scheme.

  aug select Committee Report, approving the scheme, tabled with 
recommendations for: limitation of fluctuation to shoreline to limit the 
area of mud flats; investigation of fauna & flora of area to be flooded; a 
review of heC public relations policy; declaration of new national 
Park; establishment of new controlling authority for Tasmanian national 
parks and referral of all new power development proposals to a Joint 
Committee of Parliament.

1967 Combined survey by the Tasmanian and Queen Victoria Museums on 
the Lake Pedder wildlife. This survey lasted only a little over two weeks 
and ended by recommending that a further study of the area be 
undertaken.

1968 southWest national Park formulated as extension to Lake Pedder 
national Park (area: 191,625 ha).

1971 Mar Pedder Pilgrimage organised. Public Meeting in hobart; motion 
for a referendum defeated in L.C. Lake Pedder action Committee 
formed (L.P.a.C.). Premier Bethune bluntly refused any reconsideration. 
Mainland interest developed. (L.P.a.C. Vic active.) Repeat screenings of 
audiovisual by olegas Truchanas and Ralph hope Johnson. The peak 
of the controversy.
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ChRonoLoGY of Lake Pedder

international day 
of action against 
dams and for 
Rivers, Water and 
Life 
14 March 1999 

in hoBaRT a small group of people 
met at nutgrove Beach on the heavily 
polluted derwent River to contemplate 
our need for solidarity with groups 
around the world. We set in place a 
celebration of clean water for the 
coming year. This March, in Tasmania, 
a Living Rivers festival will celebrate 
the river as a powerful symbol of life. 
The Living Rivers festival Committee 
is focusing energy on the challenge of 
river restoration in the new century and 
invites your participation. Contact the 
Coordinator if you have a standalone 
event you can stage on or around 
World Rivers day and watch the 
website for updates of a very exciting 
program in and around hobart.
GraHaM Green

3 Curtis Avenue, South Hobart TAS 7004
ggreen@dpiwe.tas.gov.au
www.trump.net.au/~wildscap

a moment  
of reflection
i Was BoRn in the year Lake 
Pedder was robbed of its natural 
splendour—1972. Twentyfive 
years later, i stood thighdeep in 
its unsettled, murky waters on a 
particularly stormy day. some 
friends and i paused on the 
western shore of the Pedder 
impoundment on the final day of 
a tenday bushwalk. We were 
weary from a tiresome and fickle 
descent. earlier, negotiating our 
way through heavy whiteout had 
been tedious—as had been 
contending with ceaseless rain for 
the previous nine days. our last 
day was no different. high above 
us, storm clouds billowed and 
lashed the southern ramparts of 
the frankland Range—a remote 
and intriguing place.

My thoughts at that moment 
had been less than inspirational. 
They were more of wanting to 
enjoy the simple luxury of warmth 
and of being dry again. and of 
willing the day to be over as soon 
as possible—if only to sit beneath 
the fly of the tent and to enjoy 
the drumming of downpour there. 
sodden to the skin, we had rested 
briefly and wrung our clothing of 
excess water as another squall 
drifted towards us. We moved on 
quickly.

some hours later, as we inched 
slowly around the shoreline, 
i stopped beside a weathered cove 
and glanced across the impound
ment to the north. a thin veil of 
cloud lifted slowly and with 
surprise, realised that the rain had 
ceased for a few minutes. even 
though i was well insulated with 
thick clothing, i shivered; a cold 
breeze still blew. although i never 
had the opportunity to stroll on 
Lake Pedder’s lovely pink 
quartzitesand beach, an inkling 
of Pedder’s spirit ebbed softly 
through me as i wallowed knee
deep in the water.

stePHen curtain,  
MelBourne BrancH
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hoW To ConTaCT PeddeR 2000

website http://neptune.he.net/~pedder

hoBaRT 130 davey street, hobart 7000
 Phone/fax 03 62 575292
 Message Bank Call Manager: 0395179292
 email: pedder@tassie.net.au

MeLBoURne Po Box 1041, surrey hills north, Victoria 3127
 Peter stapleton (03) 94163391
 annabel Richards (03) 98362670 fax (03) 98885456
 Brian dodd (03)94355671 fax (03) 94328466
 fax (03) 98885456

CanBeRRa dierk Von Behrens 02 62541763 (h) 02 62642730 (w)
 email: vbehrens@actonline.com.au

LaUnCesTon helen Tait (03) 63318389

BURnie arnold Rowlands (03) 64312069

CaLifoRnia Chris Tebbutt 707 895 2111 fax 707 895 3442

sCienTifiC  Chris sharples (03) 62396669
GRoUP

PaTRons david Bellamy, Claudio alcorso, ida West,  
 Max angus, Bob Brown

MeMBeRshiP Bruce Lyon 03 9873 3247
seCReTaRY 8 Victoria Parade Mitcham ViC 3132
 bwlyon@hotmail.com

Tas BRanCh 130 davey street hobart Tas 7000
CooRdinaToR 
and neWsLeTTeR 
ediToR 

Phone your nearest branch for details of meetings.
Contributions for Reflections 9 are now welcome. 
Please supply all material in Mac format if possible.

Pedder Pennies
To Hobart branch
annual Membership   $40
Three years           $100
Concession            $20
friend                donation

To Annabel, Melbourne branch
small Poster $3
Large stickers            $1
Pedder 2000 T shirt   $30 +$3 postage
Reports                 $10 +$3 postage

appeal
The Lake PeddeR Restoration Committee has launched an appeal for funds 
to commission an independent costbenefit study of the proposed restoration to 
combat the flaws inherent in the Tasmanian Government costings. during the 
federal inquiry into the Restoration Proposal. in 1995, the Tasmanian 
Government massively overestimated the costs involved in the project and 
mounted a successful campaign of disinformation.

The sum we need for the costbenefit study is a$20,000. an international 
energy consultancy has drafted terms of reference for a review and evaluation of 
the costs and benefits of the restoration of Lake Pedder. The project engineer 
has had direct involvement in precedentsetting dam decommis sion ing projects 
in the states, as has the project manager who is familiar with the australian 
energy market, economy and business environment. The Pedder 2000 
Restoration Committee has redefined the terms of reference over the past 6 
months and firmly believes the study should proceed. We would like to thank all 
those who have already donated money for this crucial next stage in the 
campaign and ask others to please consider contributing to the fund. details of 
the proposed study are available on request.  Helen Gee

seCReTs and Lies, 
The anaToMY of an  
anTienViRonMenTaL  
PR CaMPaiGn

by Nicky Hager and Bob Burton
Craig Potton Publishing, Nelson, NZ August 
1999 $A29.95 ASK FOR IT!
Available from John Reed, 57 Sir Thomas 
Mitchell Drive, Davidson, NSW 2085
Phone 061299393041 fax 061294534545

The initial printrun (4,500) has caused 
an almighty stir in new Zealand, 
received coverage in the Uk and the 
Us where it will be printed early in 
2000. This is the story of a campaign 
run by shand wick (the fourth largest 
PR firm in the world) for Timberlands 
(a nZ governmentowned logging 
com pany) against environmental 
groups who wanted the logging of rain
forests stopped. The book is based on 
hundreds of pages of leaked strategy 
documents, minutes and 
correspondence. it is very revealing of 
just how these campaigns against 
community groups are run and speaks 
of a global problem.

Book review


